
Why Become a Knight? 
 

 
 

Deep within the heart of every man is a call to 

live with purpose and meaning; a call to lead, to protect, 

to serve and to defend. 

Men today need a band of brothers – other 

Catholic men to share in that call, who walk together on 

the journey towards something better. 

The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, 

tried by tie, present where men are, providing inspiring 

resources and support for strengthening your faith and 

living a life of virtue. 

Knights lead with faith.  Knights protect our 

families.  Knights serve those in need.  When the world 

says men should step aside, Knights of Columbus step 

up. 

We are Catholic men.  We live by principles 

informed by faith.  We are sons, fathers, husbands, and 

grandfathers.  Join us on life’s greatest adventure to 

discover the man God calls you to be. 

 

    
 

Knights are Catholic men, 18 and older, who 

are committed to making their community a better place, 

while supporting the Church. 

Knights share camaraderie with men who hold 

values like yours. Knights are involved with your 

community; they support your local Catholic church and 

its causes, while deepening their faith; and they believe in 

protecting and enhancing their family life. 

The Knights of Columbus is an international 

Catholic lay organization with nearly 2 million members 

in 16,000 councils located throughout the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Poland, 

and other countries throughout Europe. 

 

Knights Serve Your World 
 

 
 

From the moment of our founding in 1882, 

charity has been the first principle of the Knights of 

Columbus. We are Catholic men of faith and men of 

charitable action. 

2017 was a record-setting year for Knights of 

Columbus charitable work with an unprecedented 

$185.6 million in donations and 75.6 million hours of 

service provided worldwide. The monetary value of K of 

C’s service hours is valued at $1.9 billion based on an 

estimate by Independent Sector, a network for nonprofit 

foundations that values a 2017 volunteer hour at 

$24.69.The K of C’s 2017 survey of charitable giving also 

showed that monetary donations increased $8 million 

from 2016 (+4.5 percent) and service hours grew by 

527,550 (+0.7 percent). Year-over-year annual growth in 

both categories has been consistent over the past two 

decades. 

Our charitable activities encompass an almost 

infinite variety of local, national and international 

projects. Our own unique charities include the Christian 

Refugee Relief Fund, Disaster Relief, Ultrasound 

Initiative, and Coats for Kids. We also partner with 

international charities including Special Olympics, the 

Global Wheelchair Mission and Habitat for Humanity. 

 

Through our Building the Domestic Church 

initiative, Knights and their families have greater 

opportunities to participate in a variety of activities that 

deepen their faith, promote the New Evangelization, and 

strengthen our parishes. 

"We are answering Pope Francis’ call to go to 

the peripheries,” Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said. 

“We can reach halfway around the globe to help those 

in need and we can reach to our neighbor next door. 

And we do that every day. That makes us witnesses to 

the faith." 

 
Knights Serve Your 

Neighborhood 
 

 
 

Marquette Council was founded on June 14, 

1953. Currently, there are 200 plus members serving the 

parishes of St. Mary in Griffith and St. Ann in the Black 

Oak neighborhood of Gary, Indiana. 

Our Faith in Action initiatives allows us to serve 

our parishioners and communities in the following ways: 

Family: We provide many family friendly activities such 

as our family picnic, family campout, kids’ fishing derby, 

children’s Christmas party, annual Easter Egg hunt, and 

Railcats baseball game outings.  We also honor a family 

every month for their contributions to the council. 

Faith:  The Knights of Columbus have been called the 

“strong right arm of the church” by Pope St. John Paul II.  

We provide help to the parish ministries of St. Mary and 

St. Ann, especially through St. Mary Family Services and 

the St. Ann food pantry.  We support vocations to the 

priesthood, especially to seminarians of our diocese.  We 

honor altar servers every year and we honor an 8th grade 

student of St. Mary’s with the Outstanding Catholic 

Youth Award. 



Community: Marquette Council supports several 

charities throughout the area and our state.  This 

includes the Gibault School for Kids, the SHARE 

Foundation, the ARC Northwest Indiana, Lake County 

Right to Life, and the Women’s Care Center.  We offer 

scholarships to students for college tuition and 

scholarship opportunities for youths to attend Camp 

Lawrence every summer. 

We also host events that support our council, 

including pancake breakfasts throughout the year and 

various fundraisers. We honor our deceased brethren at 

a memorial Mass.  In what we call “corporate 

communion,” we attend Mass together as a council with 

our families at both St. Mary and St. Ann parishes. 

Life:  We stand fast in our commitment to pro-life 

causes.  At Marquette, we help by raising money for pro-

life causes, participating in pro-life activities (e.g. March 

for Life, Rose Sale, and our state initiative ultrasound 

project).  We also support the Gabriel Project and the 

Safe Haven Baby Boxes. 

This is a just a small sample of what Marquette 

Council does throughout the year.  We also participate 

in other programs that are carried out throughout the 

county, by other K of C councils also.  Some of the other 

order wide activities include: 

 

• Coats for Kids program 

• Free Throw Contest 

• Soccer Challenge 

• RSVP Program 

• Thomas O’Rourke Tootsie Roll Drive 

• Ultrasound initiative  

 

 
Supreme Knight Dr. Carl Anderson, KSG; with Pope Francis 

 

Join Now! 
 

For over 137 years the Knights of Columbus has 

provided all the opportunities in this brochure and more 

for its members. 

The Knights of Columbus is not just a fraternity 

in name. It is a brotherhood of Catholic men who each 

play a part in improving the world around them, one 

community at a time. They stand together in faith, 

dedicated to upholding the principles they cherish while 

lending their support and strength to parish, home and 

fellow Knight. 

From charity for worldwide causes, to helping 

closer to home with volunteer activities, to a top-rated 

insurance program that protects those closest to you, 

the Knights makes the most of its brotherhood.  Stand 

among them, and you can discover how easy it is to make 

a difference in your life and that of others. 

If you are interested in joining our council, you must 

meet the following criteria: 

 

• Must be a male, 18 years of age or older 

• Must be a practical Catholic in communion with 

the Holy See (that means you agree and follow 

the teachings/precepts of the Church) 

 

That’s it!  It is that simple.  For further information 

about joining the Knights of Columbus, Marquette 

Council, you can contact our membership director: 

 

SK David C. Negrete, PGK 

8344 Blaine Place 

Crown Point, IN 46307 

(219) 776-3625 

council3631@indianakofc.org  

 
You can also apply online for membership by going to 

www.kofc.org/joinus and filling out the online 

application.  Make sure you indicate that you wish to be 

affiliated with council 3631.   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Knights of Columbus 

Marquette Council #3631 

1400 S. Broad St. 

Griffith, IN 46319 
http://www.kofc.org 

http://www.indianakofc.org 

http://www.facebook.com/griffithkofc 

 

 
Venerable Rev. Fr. Michael J. McGivney 

Founder of the Knights of Columbus, 
Pray for us! 
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